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My dear Friends, 

True Charity is the greatest of Christian 
virtues ; but that spirit which " calleth evil good, and 
good evil**— -which ** putteth darkness for light,*' and 
light for darkness,— a spirit which prevails to a great 
extent in our day, hath a ** Woe** (knounced against it 
in the Holy Senpturesas awful as this spirit is hateful to 
the Almighty. 

When men are under the influence of this spirit, all 
creeds, all forms of worship, and of Church Govern- 
ment, are the same in their eyes ; and they have as 
they think an undoubted title to be considered as real 
friends to mankind. The Word of God in its plain and 
direct meaning, is no guide to these Philosophers ; it is 
their opinion, to use the words of a neighbour of mine, 
of the Independent persuasion^ ** that it is not only every 
man^s right, but every man^s duty to form and follow 
his own opinion of the Word (fGod^'** though a few 
lines above the words I have just quoted, he says that 
" Tlte Bible alone is the Religion of Dissenters : they 
admit no other standard.^* How these two declara- 
tions are to be reconciled, I am not wise enough to 
discover, nor shall 1 attempt it. It is sufficient for me 
to know that Dissenters from the Church established in 
this Country, are disciples of that liberal system which 
allows every man to think as he pleases. In the words 
1 am about to address to you, it is not my intention 
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to disguise my aversion to the spirit of dissent under 
th(* c-luak of fal^e charity, hut I shall plainly and briefly 
point out to you the inconsistency of this spirit with 
tiie Word of God, and with the views of the early 
C bur eh of Christ. 

The Old Testament is very lightly esteemed by the 
^reut body of Dissenters ; but as you will presently see, 
they have strong reasons for undervaluing it, since one 
of the great ends and aims of Dissenters, however they 
niuy deny it, is the overthrow of an Established Church* 

Now in the Old Testament, the only Church we read 
of, is the Established National Church of the Jews ; a 
Church, in th^ fullest sense of the words, in immediate 
connection with the State. Any deviation from the 
doctrines «and rules of that Church, was immediately 
punished by all good Kings ; and you find that Jehovah 
granted or withheld His favour from the Jewish Kings 
according to their zeal or indifference in the main^ 
tenance.of the established Religion. 

v» 

But there is one circumstance in the Old Testament 
History to which i would call your attention, a circura* 
stance that ought to be a warning to you to turn a deaf 
ear to those who would seduce you from a Church built 
upon the doctrines of Christ and his Apostles, and go«. 
verued according to the Apostolic example. In the 
IGth chapter of Numbers, you read that *' Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiraui, with 250 Princes of the Assembly famous 
in the congregation, men of renown, gathered them- 
selve^s together against Moses and against Aaron, and 
said, ye take too much upon you, seeing all the Congre* 
gation are holy every one of them,- and the Lord is 
among them ; wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above 
the Congregation ?'* Upon which, Moses, of whom it 
is said in Scripture that he was very meek, was not in- 
duced by his meekness to pass over this expression of 



dissenting feeling, for sach it was * for these men thought 
witti the modem Dissenters that they had a ri^t to fol- 
low their own opinion^ though God Himself had set 
Moses and Auron over them. Moses laid the matter 
before God, and implored Him to show whom he had 
chosen, and who were holy-— Korah and his eompany, or 
himself and Aaron. God grants him a speedy answer. 
The next day the question is determined by the Lord, 
who swallowed up these would-be priests with all their 
femilies, leaving upon record a fearful warning, which 1 
say again, you will do well to profit by, whs eitber have 
been seduced into dissent, or are in (knger of being led 
into it by the arts of designing men, who ** serve not the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but that own bellies ; and by good 
words and fair speeclies, deceive the hearts of the sini* 
pie.** The spirit of the transaction 1 have just alluded 
to, exactly corresponds with that of modem dissent ; . (w 
does it not say that the ministers of our Church take too 
much upon them, and does it not say further that the 
dissenting Congregations are ** righte«»us, and that the' 
Lord is among them ?'* 

But how, says th6 Dissenter, can this ^>ply to dissent 
under the new i ovenant, for Christ abolished the Jew- 
ish laws and ceremonies > To* which i answer he did 
not abolish hot confirm the necessity of obedience tb tUe- 
eitablisibed teachers. of Religion,. te he directly enjoined 
the Jews to attend to the instructions of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, telling them that they sat Jn the seat of Mosps 
the very teacher whose authority God ebnfirmed in the 
destruction of Korab, Dathan, and Abtram» 

Again, in the New Testament St. Paul says to the 
Coriiithians, " For whereas there is among you envy- 
ing and strife, and divisions, are ye not oarnal and walk 
as men ?" The spirit which the Apostle reproves is the 
same carnal spirLf which now atrtuates too many of the 
leading Dis^sentefs, for it is in vain that they attempt to 



put forth the love of true religion as tlie reason for their 
dissent from the Church; whibt they show by their 
conduct that they dissent from hatred of the Establish- 
ment. Under the pretence of seeking the redress of 
what they are pleased to call their grievances, two sects, 
the Independents' and the Baptists, both making loud 
professions of pure Christianity, have united themselves 
with Socinians to obtain their ends— -yes, my friends, 
with those who declare that your Saviour was but a 
mere man, and who deny the doctrine of the Trinity. 
Is not this a sufficient proof of carnal spirit fur men 
professing to love true Religion, to desire that infidels, 
(and what are Socinians but infidels ? for recollect 
that ye had never been Christ's if Christ had not 
been God*8 ; for in whom, save the only-begotten of 
Jehovah, could a sacrifice been found pure enough to 
bear your dark iniquities,) to desire, I say, that infidels 
may be allowed to spread their hateful opinions with 
greater ease, to'solemntze the holy rite of marriage ar. 
cording to thtiir cold viewa of that religious contract, 
provided their own respective sects be allowed the same 
liberty. My friends, 1 beseech you to dwell much upon 
this — I entreat you to consider it calmly, and to ask 
yourselves whether men who can thus for their own ad. 
vantage join themselves with infidels, are the Christians 
they profess to be, or whether they be not carnal and 
ivalk as men, as wicked unconverted men.* 

But to return to the New Testament— The Corinthian 
Christians disputed the Apostolic authority of St. Pai\1, 
^nd the Apostle in the most decided manner resisted 

*Since the abore was written, I Bnd that at a meeting of the three 
denom illations of Dt8ftent«*rii in Red Cross Street, L«ind«n, it was 
determined that Dissenters viho use the Church of Enjj^land ser. 
vices in their Chapels, were oot to be a«lmitled members of the 
Oissentia; Tnion tor obtaining religious liberty (as it is called) 
thoujfh no objection was made ag^aiost those who deny that Chri»t 
if Ciod. So muck for the tender consciences of the dissenting 
leaders. 



this spirit iu these memorable words — '* Am not Tao 
Apostle ? Have I not seen the Lord Jesus Christ ? 
Ittine answer to them that do examine me is this — Have 
we not power to eat and to drink ?*' And again in the 
same defence — " If we have sown unto you spiritural 
things, is it a g^eat thing that we shall reap your carnal 
things ?" Here you have a spirit of dissent precisely the 
same ^ that now so prevalent in this country boldly re. 
sisted by the great Apostle. 

Again, I put it to yon, whether this spirit of dissent 
is not altogether inconsistent with this precept of St. 
Paul — " Let every one of us please his neighbour for his 
good unto edification, for even Christ pleased not him- 
self,*' for supposing that certain Christians inu^ine that 
they derive more spiritual advantage m dissenting places 
pf worship than at Church, have they any right to make 
ji schism in the Church in order to please themselves ? 
decidedly not, if this passage of the New Testament is to 
^e attended to. Once more I will ask you how this 
spirit of schism can delend itself against this precept of 
St. Peter, addressed, as I would have yen observe, not 
to one Church in particular, but to the strangers scat- 
tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bythinia — ** Be ye all of one mind ?'* So much 
for the consistency of dissent with the Old and New 
Testaments. Now as to the opinion of the leading 
Saints in the first century of the Christian Church, I 
read* that they all looked upoa schism in its true light, 
as a sin hatefiH to God ; and that they most strongly 
enforped in all their addresses, obedience to the rulers 
. pf the Church as to those who were in the place of the 
Apostles. Hear what Clement of Rome, of whom St. 
Paul in his Epistle to the Phillippians saith, ** that his 
name is in the book of life" — ^hear, I pray you, what 
this Saint of the first century writes to the Corinthian 

* Miloer^s Church History, 
A3 
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Church concerning a schism which had made its appear- 
aiire there. Speaking of the former state of the Church, 
he says, " All dissentlon and schism in the Church was 
abominable to you — ^ye mourned over the faults of your 
neighbours — ye sympathized with their infiriuitie^ as 
your own — ^ye were mi wearied in allgoodness, and rtady 
to every good work. Adorned with a venerable ami 
upri^^ht conversation, ye performed all thing's in His 
fear, and the law of God was written deep in the tables 
of your hearts." Then he goes on to say, " Thus 'wheu 
all glory and enlargement were given to you, that Scrip- 
ture was fulfilled — Jesharun waxed fat and kicked," 
" Hence envy, strife, dissention, persecution, disordi^r, 
war, and desolation, have seized your Church : the 
(*hild has behaved himself proudly against the antient ; 
the base against the honourable ; the mean against the 
eminent ; and the foolish against the wise. Heiice 
righteousness and peace are far from you, because ye 
all leave the fear of (sod, and your spiritual light is be- 
come too dim to be guided by the (kith of the Gospel. 
Ye walk not in His ordinances, nor walk worthy of the 
Lord Christ ; but ye all walk too much accor^lrng* to 
your own evil lusts, nourishin!^ and cherishing a mti/ig^ 
mint spirit of envu^ by which the Jirst death came Into 
the world.^* And hear further what the same Clement 
calls the promoters of this schism : — '* The haug^htj 
disorderly leaders of the abominable schism." 

Seeing then that the Old and New Testaments, and 
tlie early Church of Christ are opposed to this spirit 
of schism, I shall conclude this division of my addr(?ss 
in the words of Mihier : — It ijr no trijfitig gtiiit which 
nifu in^ur by precipitately giving up themseives to tlkt 
will of those whose aim is strife and the adrancemeni qf 
u Sfcl or party J not the interest of godliness,*^ 

I will now proceed to another, and, as I conceive, 
powerful argument, to warn you against the disst^nting 
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loaders, who would persuade you that the end of dissent 
is the advancement of true religion. 

There are few of those into whose hands this tract wili 
fall, who have not heard that Charles the First,^^ King 
of Ens^land, was unjustifiably tried, condemned, and' 
l>ebeade<l by his own subjects ; but some of you may not 
have heard who were the great movers of thisj wieked 
act ; you will consequently be astonished when I tell you 
that the^ were Dissenters, and that Oliver Cromwell, 
the man who had the boldness to usurp the throne of 
his kmg after he had procured his death, was an Inde* 
pendent. Now from the time of Cromwell to this day, 
whatever Dissenters may say to the contrary, the spirit 
of di-ssont has b^^en precisely the same : it has always 
hated the kingly government, as much as it has hated 
the government of the Church by Bishops , 1 there- 
fore warn you solemnly to beware how, with a vi(»w to 
serve the interests of religion you unite yourselves 
with parties who, when an opportunity occurs, will 
inv«)lve you in rebellion against your King. The Dis- 
nenters will tell you that they love our present King : 
but believe me, they do not love his high office ctni/ more 
than they ever did, and as to their pretended loyalty, I 
will presently account to you for that. His most gra- 
cious majesty, willing to afford every relief to the 
grievancovs o^ his subjects, whether real or imaginary, 
is anxious to relieve the Dissenters from certain things 
which they consider grievances ; therefore, till they 
have obtained all they can from the easiness of the 
Kings' disposition, backed by a Government equally 
well disposed to them, they will assume this loyal tone ; 
but let them once acquire all they can have from the 
Crown and its advisers, and the King will lose all the 
respect of these people ; and m my conscience I believe 
they willhe ready to proceed to the same acts dftnoleiice 
ascainst their Soverei^ cw their forefathers used against 
Charles the First, 
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Thd very Constitution of Dissenting Societies is R^*- 
publican : Equality is the great object aimed a/, attd 
therefore it is impossible that Dissenters should be 
friendly to kingly government: History shows thai 
they are not, ana our Sovereign, his ministers, and ^ou 
too, my friend:^, will find that they hate it, if a suitable 
opportunity present itself. In fact Dissent is a sister 
of Rebellion ; and they who are heartily embarked in 
the one, must be prepared to embark in the other when- 
ever the watchword is given by those crafty leaders 
whose business it is to beguile unstable souls, and who 
will join any party to obtain their ends ; therefore, sls 
you love Him who is the God of order and of peace, be- 
ware bow you listen to persons of this stamp. 

I will now touch upon a few of the objections so 
often raised against that branch of Christ's Church 
established in this kingdom ; objections, vhich have 
been satisfactorily answered a thousand times, but which 
1 shall here reply to once more, because it is by them 
that the ignorant among you are seduced from the 
Church. 

I. The Church is objected to as unapostolical because 
it is National. 

Now my friends, this is soon answered : the Church 
in the Apostles* time certainly was not national, for this 
very good reason, that the kings and rulers of the world 
were not only not converted to Christianity, but were 
the persecutors of Christ*s people ; so that it was ab- 
solutely impossible that the Church could be united with 
the State in any country. But when Kings and Rulers 
became Christians, then was the Church taken imder 
the protection of states, in fulfillment of the Prophecy of 
Isaiah, which, speaking of the future Church of Christ, 
declares that '* Kings shall be her nursing fathers, aud 
Queens her nursing mothers." Now as to the advan- 
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tage of a National Church, which it is the custom of 
Dissenters to cry down, there can be no doubt but that 
where the doctrines of a Church are scriptural, the 
truth of the Gpspel is more widely spread than where the 
Church is not National ; for with all the boasting of 
Dissenters respecting the state of Christianity in 
America, it is notorious that there is no country under 
heaven in which infidelity on the one hand, and wild 
notions of Christianity on the other, prevail to so great 
an extent ; and what is more, America is not well pro- 
vided with religious instruction, as the Dissenters would 
have you believe.* 

It is argued against the Establishment, that notwith- 
standing the union of Church and State, the attendants 
upon dissenting plaies of worship outnumber those who 
frequent the Churches, (which by the way is not proved 
to be correct, according to the stat(*ment which I have 
lately seen/) f to which it is easily and soundly 

• "Ne»pr," ta)t Mr. MiIU, on Amerienn Mfni^fer, "will 
the imprpMion be ernied from our h^rts by bfhAliiingr thote 
■cpn(*fi of wide Bpreadinj^ denoiati^ii Tbe wlwile country from 
Lake Erie to Ibe Gulf of Mexico is the Valley of the shadow of 
Death. Darkaess rests upon it. Only here and there a few rays, 
of Gospel liffht pierce tbronzh the awful (^loom. This vaH 
coiiutry I'ontaias more than u milJiou InhabiiunU. Their niimher 
is every year encreased by a mighty flood of eniijf ration. 8oou 
will they be as the sand of the sea shore fur niiUtritude, yet tliera 
are at present oulji a UHle wore fhtm une hundred Protettani or 
Comfregaiional Mi%i»terii in it. Were thote Minister* fwneraHtf 
diMtrihuted ihrovghout iha Country^ there wovid be onlv one to 
every ten thouMand people. But now there are districts of country 
cnntaining- from twenty to fifty thousanil Inhabitants entirety 
destitute, and how sliall th«y hear without a preacher/* 

CNamavc^ofa Tbur by the Her. S.J. MilhtJ 

t In a statement ? have lately seen in a Pamphlet by an 
Independent neijvhhour of mine, it is said, that the population nf 
England and Wales Is twelve intUiontt; that of these t\«elve mil- 
lions, three millions are Dissenters, and two millionb Church 
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anwiTed in tho first place, that no case is hereby made 
out ag^ainst the Church, as her usefulness does nut dtv 
pend u{>on the numbers that attend her ordinances on the 
Sabbath, but upon the private labours of her niinist rs, 
in which she is not equalled by any dissenting: comm.u-. 
nity in the countj}*. There is one reason why dissenting^ 
Chap'ls are so numerously attended, a reason whirh 
prevails greatly with weak-minded and unstable per- 
sons — the excitement which is constantly kept up in 
these places added to the fact (to which a Pamphlet by 
Mr. Hull, late an independent minister at Norwich, 
bears testimony) that the dissenting* preachers muit 
please their congregations if they wish to retain their 
afiections ; and though this is considered by Dissenter^i 
to be " the glory of Dissent,** it is a glory which the 
Primitive.Church of Christ would hfUTe been ashamed of, 
and which the Churtli of England has reason to thank Ged 
tliat she does not possess. Her ministers have no desire 
to gratify the itching ears of those who are always 
aeekbg something new ; they desire to preach that 
which is somid, and which will tend, under God*8 hies- 
sing, not to please the fancy, but to uproot sin from its 
strong hold in the heart of man* 



goers: What thea, may I ask, are the remaining t#ren millions ? 
It it meant to be inferreilthat all who, oat of these seven millions, 
are able to jadge for themselves, are Dissenters ? if so, I nieati to 
deny that and lay, many of them are Church people, ronny of 
them Dissenters, and many are either infidels, or mere nominul 
Christians ; so that this statement is good for nothing. I n matters 
connected with Religion, the argument of numbers can never be 
used by true Christians, for they recollect that when the people of 
God were numbered to fight against the Syrians, the ** Children of 
Israel pitched before them like two little flocks of kids, bvf the 
SpriantJIlhd tlu cotnrfry.'* 1. Kings, %x. 37.) They also re- 
collect that f Ae MAJORITY tfikt Jtwt cried out jbr the em. 
ciftxion of our Lard ! ! Dissenters should be the last to use 
this argument, far tkep pretend great hatred to Popery ^ t/ef ac. 
cording to thie wag ofreatoning^ Popery mntt he right ^ for ii 
hat numbere on its tide. 
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II. It is objected tha\ our Bishops are not such as 
are mentioned in the New Testament, and that no such 
persons as Archbisho§s, Prebends, Deans, Rectors, and 
Curates, are found in tlie Word of €rod. To both these 
foolish objections it would be wasting time torepl}% but 
for the truth of Hooker^s observation, that ** he that goeth 
about to persuade a multitude that thej are not so well 
governed as they ought to be, shall never want attentive 
and favourable hearers/' 

Our Bishops, then, are elected from the Eiders of the 
Church, to have dominion over the inferior Elders ^ 
to ** do that which it hath not been heard that inferior 
Presbyters or £ldess ever did — that is, ordain.'^ Our 
Bishops are in the high dignity once held by the Apos- 
tles themselves, St. James the Apostle having been 
Bishop of the Mother Church of Jerusalem, and the 
Apostle John being what we should call an Arch^ that is^ 
a superior Bishop over the Bishops of the seven 
Churches of Asia, Now as to our Bishops being richer 
than those in the primitive times, and having charges of 
greater extent, 1 put it to any person of common sense, 
whether the diflference in their wealth and in their 
charges makes any difTerence in their office : a Bishop 
is a Bisho^,Vhether be be rich or poor ; whether his 
' charge extend over a town or a county. 

But one remark here as to the wealth of the Church ; 
concerning which, I would ask any man of a fair and 
candid mind, whether the same proportion of wealth in 
other handi is applied as much to the public good as that 
of the Bishops and the Clergy generally, or rather 
whether half so much good is done with the same moneyi 
by any men in the kingdom,* 



* It hat b«eii triamphmitly askril in a late pablication by liii 
Independent neigpbbour of mine, how woold Timothy and Titut 
have been astonished to have found themselret in an Episcopal 
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III. As to the names of Archbishop, Dean, Rector, 
Curate, &c. so much objectea to because not tbund ia 
scripture, it is only necessary to ^te that they do not 
denote orders of priesthood, Ijut show the offices of those 
so named ; and for their unscripturality, we have surely 
as good right to call our ministers by these names, as 
our objectors have to use the names of Baptist and 
Indbpendent, terms most assuredly not found in the 
Scriptures, and the latter denoting a quality which I am 
sure is contrary to all scripture precepts, from the be- 
ginning of Genesis to the end of the Revelation.f 

IV. The objections which Dissenters make to Con- 
firmation as practised by our Church, may thus be 
shortly answered : — 

Confirmation, though it was not instituted by Christ, 
and so be not properly a Sacrament, yet the Apostles 

palace with 10 or £20, 000 per annum, or to have been addressed 
by the Title of Right Her. Father iu God j to which I would 
ri'ply that i make no doubt they would havt* applied a consider, 
able portion of thene lar^e sums to the same charitable purposes 
U!i thfir successors iu Office have done*, they would have subscrib- 
ed £1U0 to one Charity, £200 to another, a^id so on, besides using- 
hospitality without grudgingf, os I have every reason to believe 
the ^rreater part of the Bishops do to this day ; not to mention 
the lar<re sums of money which they would have spent as our 
Bishops do in private charity *, and as to the title which tuy 
Hei«>'hbour has mentioned, they would doubtless have received it 
as a proper mode of addressing those whose office is the highest 
which can be held by man, and in compliance with the customs 
of the Country thry lived in; which 1 never read that the best 
Christians of tne beat times were ambitious of violatiujt^. As te 
their Palaces they would no doubt have been ready to leave 
them as Archbishop Cranmer, and Bishops Ridley and Latimer did, 
to be burnt to death for the cause of Christ, if called upou. 

f An able female writer of the present day saya, that tlicre is r 
no such things as Independence in Heaven, neither is there such a 
word in the Bible. 
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did lay their hands on snch as as had been baptized by 
an inferior minister, aa-we read in Acts viii. 14 — 17. 
This castom the primitive Chnrch imitated in the Bi« 
shops laying on their hands with holy prayers upon 
persons that had been baptized, which was believed to 
convey the Holy Spirit to them for enabling them to 
keep their vow ; and this holy rite is still retained in all 
Protestant Churches where they have Bishops. 

V. I come now, my firiends, to the objections against 
In^t Baptism. It is said in the first place, that In- 
fants are incapable of entering into a covenant, which 
however is immediately set aside by this fact, that thd 
Jewish male Children were circumcised on the eighth day 
aflter birth. It matters not that there was no outward 
sign imposed upon the female part of that nation, for 
the circumcision of male children is quite sufficient to 
establish this, namely, that children are, in the eyes of 
God, competent to enter into covenant with him.* 

As to the words of our Saviour upon which the 
Cliurch rests its authority for Infant Baptism, it signifies 
not that they vrere not spoken in r^erence to Bap- 
tism, for if there were no other argument for Infant 
Bapdsm beyond these words of our Lord, it would lie 
quite sufficient ; for our Lord sa3r8, speaking of Children 
in this very passage, *' Of such is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven." After this declaration firom the Kps of Christ 
himself, is there not the very strongest reason lor ad- 
mitting Infants to Baptism ? Is there not, 1 say, the 
strongest argument for bringing into covenant with 
God, those whose dispositions it pleased our Saviour to 
liken to the sweetness and love of Uie Gospel dispensation, 
which here as well as elsewhere, he callr" The King- 
dom of Heaven." 

* Biihop Tomline on tlie 27tii Article. 
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1 now repeat with all due submission to Bishop 
Jeremy Taylor^ quoted by a Baptist neighbour of mine 
in a Pamphlet lately published by him, that so long as 
this passage is found in the New Testament, our Church 
will stand in need of no better argument for Infant 
Baptism ; for, to use the words of Bishop Burnet, 
** whatever the words * of such is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven' may signify mystically, the literal meaning of them 
is this — that little children may be admitted into the 
dispensation of the Messiah, and by consequence that 
they may be baptized." The Baptists, in common 
with other dissenters, despise every other account of the 
practices of the Chilrch in the earliest ages, except that 
found in the Scriptures : but surely it is as unreasonable 
to reject the accounts giv^n by the Fathers of the Christ- 
ian Church, who lived nearest the times of the Apostles, 
as it would be to reject all the Evidences of the truth of 
Christianity itself, which are not found in the Scrip- 
tures, which I presume no reasonable man of any de- 
nomination will be simple enough to do. Now there 
are passages in the works of Clement of Rome and 
Hermas, who both lived in the time of the Apostles, 
which seem to indicate that Infant Baptism prevailcxi 
when •they wrote; and Justin Mairtyr and Irsneus in 
the second 'Century, and Origei>in the beginning of the 
third Century, expressly mention infant baptism as the 
constant practice of their times ; and though my Bap- 
tist neighbour is bold enough to accuse Cyprian and the 
66 African Bishops of ignorance, I think, my friends, 
that those who liveii^'nearest to the times of the Apostles, 
are,much more likely to know the practice of the Apos^ 
tolic Church, than any member of a sect which had no 
existence till about the year 1030, when, according to 
Wall, Peter Bruis, a Frenchman, founded a sect of 
Baptists who went 'by the name of Petrobruissian6.f 

But one word more upon the subject of Baptism. 
f Bishop Tomliae o» Uie 27tk ArlicU. 
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The Baptists, with a cunning well worthy of meji wb» 
by straight-forward argument are totally incapable of 
defending their schismatic practices — The baptists 
would persuade you that when we say a child is regene^ 
rated in Baptism, we mean that that Child has acquired 
saving grace : we of course mean no such thing. ^V« 
mean that the infant is *' grafted into the Church ; 
^ the promises of the forgiveness of sin, and of its adop- 
tion to be a Son of God, are vbibly signed and 
sealed— its faith is confirmed, and grace increased, by 
virtue of prayer unto God," * The Chuichof Englanc), 
, when it speaks of the grace of Gond in connection with 
I Baptism, means the same grace of which Cyprian spoke 
.. when he said that the grace of God or Baptism should 
^ * be given to all, and especially to infants ; not indeed 
} saving grace, but grace to render the sul^ci of Bap-* 
. tism capable of receiving all the bmiefit$ of the Christum 
[. Religion. As to the arguments respecting sprinkling 
^^ and immersion, I shall not touch upon tbem, as V con-> 
^1^ eider them utterly unworthy of Christianity. 

)^^ VI. I come now to the objection urged T)y Baptists, 

i''^ that we use our Lord's Prayer too often in our services, 

f ^* and to touch upon the audacious neglect of that divine 

^^ prayer by these sectarians, 

)2p. This objection ia pretended te be Ibunded en those 
{ til words of our Lord which forbid the nee ef ^ vain repeti- 
,pd^ tions ;'* but you will be pleased to remember, that when 
jtki He says *' use not vain repetitions,*' He adds, ** as the 
pofr heathen do, for thev think they shall be heard for their 
(] p! much speaking." it is againiSt the heathen practice that 
<r % our Lord meant to vram his followers, and our use of 
Jt i His Divine prayer has nothing in it to be compared 
J. with those violent and oftenj^repeated exclamations of 

Idolaters^ of which we have mexamflle in the 1st of 
i^^ Kings, xviii. 6. where it is said that the worshippers of 

Baal cried out ** from morning ev^ vntiVnoou, O Baal; 

• Attifile 27tk. 
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hear us/* Our Lord himself prayed three times in the 
same words to be delivered from the bitter cup, and 
may we not use His own prayer several times to 
heighten our devotion without the slightest ground for 
the objection raised by these ignorant men, who, if 
their sins of schism and their seditious principles, did 
not call for the strongest expressions of reproof from all 
really true Christians, \vould only deserve their pity. 

Now to what I am going to write in these few follow- 
ing lines, 1 b^' to call your serious attention. My 
Baptist neighbour says, that perhaps the neglect of the 
Lord's Prayer is general among the Baptists ; and I 
would ask you, my friends, whether it is possible to 
conceive any greater degree of arrogance than that dis- 
played by this bold sect in the neglect of this prayer, or 
any thing more foolish than the reason given for this 
audacious neglect, namely, that our Lord did not intend 
it as a perfect form of prayer, from its containing no 
direction to offer it in bis name ? Now, to use the words 
of Cyprian-— " Seeing that we have an advocate with the 
Father for our sins, when we that have sinned come 
to seek for pardon, let us allege unto Cod the words 
which our advocate hath taught. For since his pro- 
mise is our plain warrant that in his name what we 
ask we Shall receive, must we not need, much the 
rather obtain that for which we sue, if not only His 
name do countenance, but also His speech present 
our requests?" " Though men," says the great 
Hooker, *' should speak with the tongues of angels, 
yet words so pleasing to the ears of God as those 
which the Son of God himself hath composed, were 
not possible to frame. He, therefore, which made us 
to live, hath taught us to pray, to the end that speak- 
*' ing unto the Father ia tlie Son*s own prescript form, 
without gloss of ours, we may be sure that we utter 
nothing which God will either disallow or deny«" 
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It is an idBe objection to the literal use of this holj 
prayer, that there is a variiation in the two copies of 
the prayer given by the sacred writers ; for our Lord 
bath equally commanded both to be used,, and according 
to His command we use them. In St. Matthew H« 
•ays, ** after this manner therefore pray ye.** In St» 
Luke He says, ** When ye praiv, say." Here are two- 
commands of exactly the same rorce directing us to use 
His own blessed words; come out,, therefore, firom 
among the bold men who would distort our Lord*8 words, 
tb serve their own schismatic purposes ; com« out from 
among them, ye who have joined them ignorantly, for 
they sin against Christy 

TU- The next objectiMi I shall notice is, that many 
of our ministers declare that they are moved to take 
Ae sacred office upon them by the Holy Ghost, whereas 
their lives declare they are not so moved. Here, my 
friends, I would assure you, that no man in this king- 
dom can more deeply lament than myself, that any of 
our ministers should be ungodly men ;. and no man 
more sincerely prays that God would in his mercy con. 
vert the unconverted ministers who are now in the Church,, 
and prevent others from bringing reproach on the name 
of Christ, and great danger upon their own souls, by 
entering ^e ministry without duly weighing the re-.^ 
sponsibilities of the sacred office. But, my friends,, 
whatever looseness of discipline time may have brought 
into our Establishment,, it is not altogether owing to the 
Governors of our Church that evil men have been ad- 
mitted into the ministry, for I beg yon to consider that 
both at the ordination of Priests and Deacons, the 
Bishop calls upon l^se present intheChurch to declare 
whether they know of any impediment or notable crime 
ia any of those who are about to be- ordained, for the 
which they ought not to be received into the ministry ;. 
and he calls upon them in the name of God, to come 
lorth and shew what the crime or impediment is.. It is^ 

c3 
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therefore (as is well obseryed by the author of a Pam- 
phlet lately published) the fault of these yery persons 
vfho object to the Church on account of the unworthi- 
ness of some of her ministers, that such have been 
admitted ; for they, instead of separating from the only 
true Church of Christ in this country, should have been 
present at ordinations to prevent such unworthy persons 
from being ordained : then indeed we might believe 
that they had true religion at heart, and not the interest 
of sects and parties. 

Finally, as to the differences of opinion which exist 
among our ministers on some points of doctrine, it is 
sufficient to answer, that at all events their differences 
are not such as to cause them to make schisms in the 
Church of Christ. 

Having answered all the objections which 1 consider 
it in the slightest degree necessary to answer, I wish to 
offer some advice to you who have attached yourselves 
to the Wesleyan Methodists. To this body of dissenters 
it is due, that any person who writes upon the subject 
1 have here undertaken, should bear testimony to the 
marked difference which exists between the great body 
of them and that of other dissenting communities. In 
these troublous and seditious times, the leaders of this 
sect have, much to their honour, refused to take part in 
the seditious endeavours of the other bodies to destroy 
the Established Church. But while I mention this, and 
1 mention it with much pleasure, inasmuch as it causes 
me to believe that the Wesleyans have the interests of 
true religion at heart far more than any other sect, I am 
bound to tell you that (hey are still guilty of the sin of 
Schism ; they are dividing the body of Christ most un- 
justifiably ; and that some of their not^ions are unsound 
to the greatest degree ; for instance, their notions of 
experience, which may, and in fact do lead many igno- 
rant persons into all manner of fanaticism. Their watch 
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meetings, their love feasts, their camp meetings, are 
certainly not in conformity with the soberness which 
reigned in all the religious assemblies in the times of 
the Apostles. They have been guilty at times of the 
very wildest acts of fanaticism ; and Mr. Wesley's Jour- 
nal, of which I am sure the more sober among the 
Methodists cannot approve, is full of accounts of persons 
failing into convulsions upon what he was pleased to 
tenn their conversion, and which convulsions he was 
simple enough to consider to be the visible working of 
the Holy Ghost upon the persons so converted. The 
detail of these things in the Journal I have alluded to, 
is actually shocking to any sober mind ; and is, I am 
persuaded, highly injurious to the great cause which 1 
sincerely believe John Wesley had at heart. 

At the end of this Pamphlet I have given an Address 
from the Conference of the Methodists to the general 
body of that sect just after the death of Mr. Wesley, 
and I have made some remarks upon it, to prove to you, 
that in uniting yourselves to this sect, you are joining 
those who, however well intentioned towards our Es- 
tablishment, have, by their wild notions, more than 
bordered upon blasphemy. To the leaders of this sect 
1 would, in the name of Christ, most earnestly say, con- 
sider how you injure the Cause of Christ by separating 
from a Church, which you must know has done move 
towards spreading true religion than any Christian com- 
munity in the world. Consider how you incur the guilt 
of schism and lead others into it, while by uniting your- 
selves to the only true Church of Christ in this kingdom, 
you will, under Gud, be the means of invigorating such 
parts of our Church discipline as time has relaxed. The 
doctrines and Liturgy of that Church will never, I trust, 
be altered to please any set of men ; neither do I believe 
that vou would desire that thev should be altered : but 
] am persuaded that there are no true members of that 
Church who would not unite with you in requesting 
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wtt Church governors to adopt stricter rules of discipfine- 
than those now in use. 

Now mj friends, I conjure both yon who have been 
beg^led into dissent, and you who are likely to be led- 
into ity to attend to what I have written in defence of 
•ur National Church, which, I repeat once more, is the 
•nly *tTue Church of Christ in this kingdom, for it is> 
founded upon the word of God, which, as long as the 
world stands, will be a living witness against dissent 
under every form. 

lam. 

My dear friends, 
I our's sincerely, 

J. D. H. H. 



* My Independent neigfHbour has said in his Pamphlet that 
the word tranUated Church id the New Testamenl, means, in the 
Classics, any assembly, but in the New Testament, a religiotta. 
assembly. Upon referring to Acts xi\.41. he will 6od that the 
Greek word is there used a» it is in the Classics, to denote aa. 
assembly not relig^ious. 
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APPENDIX. 



(No. I.) 
A LEITER 

FEOM THE METHODIST GONFSRENOB, TO THE BODY 

OF METHODISTly 

Written toim after the death of Mr. Wesley, 



^'Very Dear Brethren, 

" The Conference desire us to write to you, in their 
name, in the most tender and affectionate manner, and 
to inform you of the event of their deliberations concern- 
ing the administration of the Lord's Supper, After 
debating, the subject time after time, we were gpreatly 
divided in sentiment. In short, we knew not what to do 
that peace and union might be preserved* At last, one 
of the senior brethren (Mr. Pawson) proposed that we 
should commit the matter to God by putting the question 
to the lot, considering that the Oracles of God declare, 
that * the lot causeth contentions to cease, and parteth 
between the mighty.* And again, * that the lot is cast 
into the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is of th» 
Lord.' And considering also that we have the examples 
of the Apostles themselves, in a matter^ which we 
thought^ all tlungs considered, of less importance / 
We accordingly prepared the lots ; and four of us prayed. 
God was surely then present, yea, his glory filled the 
room. Almost all the preachers were in tears, and, as 
they atkerwards confessed, felt an undoubted assurance 
that God himself would decide. Mr. Adam Clarke was 
then called on to draw the lot, which was, ' You shall 
not administer the sacrament the ensuing year.' All 
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were satisfiecl. All submitted. All was peace. Every 
countenance seemed to testify that every heart said, * It 
is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him good.* A 
minute was then formed according to the previous ex- 
planation of the lots, that the sacrament should not be 
administered in our Connexion for the ensuing year, 
except in London. The prohibition reaches the Clergy 
of the Church of England, as well as the other brethren. 
We do assure you, dear brethren, we should have been 
nerfectly resigned if the lot had fallen on the other side. 
Yea, we should, as far as Christian prudence and 
expediency would have justified, have encouraged the 
administration of the Lord^s Supper by the preachers ; 
because we bad not a doubt but God was ttncoiiim<m/y 
present on the occasion, and did himself decide* 

" Signed, in behalf of the Conference, 

'* Alexander Matheb, President. 

*' Thomas Coke, Secretary. 

" London, July, 1702.' » 

I beg you first to observe, that these methodist 
preachers considered tluit the election of an Apostle 
was^ ail things considered, of less importance than whe* 
ther the methodist preachers should or should not 
administer the sacrament in their own chapels. Strange 
infatuation and presumption for Christians to be possess* 
ed with ! I ! Again, I pray you to mark the fanaticism, 
I had almoRt said blasphemy of this expression — His 
f^lory filled the room ; as if these men were actually 
favoured as the Jews w^re, vnth tlie visible manifesta- 
tion of the glory of God, Once more let me entreat vou 
to bear in mind that after the lot was decided by 6od 
Himself as they imagined, that they should not udministet 
the sacrament the ensuing year; they tcho professed to 
beliewf that the lot was so decided by the Almighty ^ 
actwdlif altered the decision, which, as they ^upposed^ 
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God liod made for tliem^ for they determined that the 
Sacrament should be administered in London, 

I need make no remark upon this ; every Christian 
of common sense must see the horrible tendency of such a 
proceeding as this, and be conscious that it is a warning 
to him not to desert an Apostolical Church to unite him- 
self with such visionaries, however well-meaning they 
may be. 

(No. n.) 

I did not think it necessary in the body of my Letter, 
to answer the foolish arguments raised by Dissenters 
against our Church upon a certain passage in our 
Burial Service, and upon the absolution of sins by 
ministers, and the use of Godfathers and Godmothers in 
baptism *; but I shall now shortly notice these points, as 
my ignorant readers may imagine they are unanswer- 
able objections, 

1. As to the passage in the Burial Service : — ^We do 
not, as Dissenters urge against us, say that every wicked 
man who is buried according to the rites of our Church, 
is committed to the earth in sure and certain hope of 
attaining everlasting glory ; but we do say what is quite 
true, that the dead who die in the Lord, are in sure and 
certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life, 

2. The minister has a right to absolve from sin in the 
name of Christ, for Christ told His Apostles, that whose 
sins they remitted, remitted they should be ; of coarse 
implying that such remission was to be declared in His 
name, I admit that dissenting ministers have no right 
to declare absolution, for they are not lawfully called 
according to Apostolic rules. In fact, they are no mi- 
nisters of Christ, but of sects. 
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3. "As to Godfathers and ijodmothers ; — tn the primi. 
tive Church they wer6 so eatly, that it is Hot eAsy to find 
the time of their beginning. Some of the most ancient 
Fathers make mention of them, and throughout all the 
successive fi$;es afterwards, we find the use of them con- 
tinned till the Aniatbaptists and other Puritans raided 
some idle clamouril Against them.** As to there being: 
no mention of them in Scripture, knay I Ask whether 
this is sufficient to warrant schism in the Church, f6f 
the use of them affects no doctrine of the Gospel. Men 
should not divide Christ*s body for such trifles. 

(No. III.) 

1 have been much among the poor, and 1 can testify 
against almost All the poorer dissenters with whohi 1 
have conversed upon religious subjects, (not excepting 
the WesleyanS)) that the effect of their separation from 
the Church has been to make them so conceited, that 
they have despised all religious instruction from a 6upe«- 
rior, and in fact considered themselves competent 
to be his teachers ; and on the other hand, I can with 
truth say that the p(K)r among the church people, how- 
ever advanced in the Christian Life, have ever been 
ready to receive instruction, and that they never forget 
that great Christian precept, which commands them to 
honour and respect their superiors^ 

This is not my experience only, but that of all who 
are in the habit of visiting the poor ; and 1 hert; m^n- 
tionit not as a wonderful tMng, for it is a natural conse* 
quence of dissent, which tends in its very nature to levM 
all distinctioBB among i&en, and to do away with that 
respect which is due fh>m inferiors to thote above tkem ; 
but I mention it as a most mischievous and disgusting 
consequence of separation from our pure and Apostolic 
Church. 
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(No. IV.) 

Dissenters talk much about the rights of ronscienc« ; 
'4hey seem to forget that coiiJicience may aud is often 
guided by Satan as well as by the blessed Spirit 
of all good. They seem to forget that there were some in 
the early times of Christianity, who thought they did 
God service by killing Christians, and that Pontius 
Pilate was conscientious in his way ; tor after washing 
his hands, he considered himself innocent of the blood of 
our Blessed Lord, whom he so unjustly gave up tu 
crucifixion. The law of England may allow men's 
consciences a very broad scope, as indeed it does in the 
matter of Dissent; but the law of God allows no 
deviation from the Scriptures, which as { have before 
«tated, and 1 thjnk proved, are from beginning to end, 
a|^ainst Dissent under every form. 
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